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little finger of Pdrvati. Is Pdrvafl great? She is only one-half
of the body of Paramesvara. Is Paramesvara great? He is
confined on the edge of the top of the mind of the servants of
our Kudalasangama Deva.

His origin is not like that of the creatures of the air. Thy
servant is a creation of Linga. He sticks to one. His heart does
.not vacillate. He penetrates the mind. He forgets his bodily
qualities and worships Thee. He is, as it were, Thine own
reflection, O Kudalasangama Deva.

A   STATE OF   FINAL  ABSORPTION
Ah, what can I say about the bliss I feel, when my body
melts, like a hailstone in water, or an image of lac in fire? The
waters of my eyes have overflowed their boundaries. Oh, to
-whom shall I speak of the happiness of uniting with Kudala-
sangama Deva in oneness of mind?
I know not the earth, the sky or the ten quarters. I do not
understand them. They say, ** The whole universe is contained
in the centre of the Linga/9 but, like a hailstone, I fell into the
midst of the ocean ; I am overwhelmed in the happiness of the
touch of the Linga ; and am saying only, " God," knowing
nothing whatever of duality.
The Siddhars were a school of philosophical rhymists, who
were Yogis as well as medical men and alchemists. It is
difficult to determine their age for all signs of the school have
now completely disappeared and their writings have undergone
much interested editing. Mr. Srinivasa Aiyangar, a Brahmana
scholar, does not speak of them in terms of praise. He calls
them impostors and plagiarists who assumed the great names of
antiquity like Agastiyar, Kapilar and Tiruvalluvar to throw dust
into the eyes of the people. According to him, they were eaters
of opium, dwellers in the land of dreams, and full of unbounded
-conceit*28
28 Srinivasa Aiyangar: Tamil  Studies; p.  226,